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I had the pleasure yesterday, of this year, taking all the Year 6 students to 
Brisbane. Along with seven other small schools within the Clarence Valley, 
the school took part in the National Young Leaders Day at the Brisbane 
Convention Centre. The event attracted over 2,500 students from       
Northern NSW and SE Queensland. The message, “Master the Little” I      
believe was clearly understood by our students. Influential speakers 
shared their stories and our class listened attentively and each took away 
some very good memories of he day. Again, our students were well         
behaved in the venue and respectful when on the bus and travelling to and 
from the     venue. Again, would you believe it? Two in a row!  The school 
would like to congratulate Taylor Edie on winning a 
Highly Commended Certificate in the 2016 “Say No to         
Bullying” poster competition. Taylor (Shane and       
Jessica) have now been invited to attend a special 
awards ceremony hosted by the Assistant Premier of 
NSW in Sydney.  We look forward to hearing Taylor’s 
story on his return. Thank you to Miss Essery for once 
again organising this for our students. Thank you also 
to the P&C who helped  subsidise the trip. 

I would like to wish our PSSA cricket team all the very 
best. Iluka plays Chatsworth Island tomorrow (Wednesday March 16) on 
Iluka Oval. The game starts at 10am. 

For the first time I can remember the Iluka Public School, in conjunction 
with Health Northern NSW, is working in partnership to assist all students 
with needs at our school. Liz Bailey (Speech Pathologist) and Kylie Wilson 
(Occupational Therapist) are working with our teachers assisting some 
students who have difficulties with their development or learning.          
The service is seeking to provide that extra help that was at times difficult 
to access. 

You may have noticed that some routine maintenance is being completed 
at the school. Our basketball backboards are being replaced while the Year 
1/2 classroom is in the process of being repaired and repainted. Much of 
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Term 1 Events 

Wednesday March 16 
PSSA Cricket Iluka PS v 
Chatsworth Is PS  -    
Iluka Oval 10am 

Tuesday March 22    
Otitis Media talk     
2pm - 2:45pm School 
Library 

Easter Break - Good 
Friday March 25,    
Easter Monday      
March 28 

Thursday March 24 
Harmony Day 

Friday April 1 

Cross Country IPS 

Friday April 8                          
END OF TERM 1 

Wed April 27                        
TERM 2 STARTS 

June 22                              
School Photos 

No Parking over the concrete path in Spenser Street.  
I have had a call from Council this morning that a number 
of cars are being parked over the concrete path in Spenser 
Street. PLEASE, for the safety of our students,                     
DO NOT PARK IN THIS AREA. 

Home Baking 
For The Canteen             

Donations for the 
Canteen Monday 

March 22 is by Yr.1 
Parents                

(Mrs Gardner‘s 
class).  All donations 
will be appreciated  

(see canteen notes page 7) 

Harmony Day see Important Notice on 
Page 2 
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the work is being carried out after school or on the weekend. 

On Friday April 1, the Iluka Public School Cross Country Carnival is being held. Details and              
permission note have been handed to each child. We invite any family members to join us and cheer 
on the competitors as they run the around the course. 

The spelling and handwriting competition really ‘took off’ last week. I had a wonderful response,   
particularly with K - 2 students. Why not try this week’s competition. Have your entry in by       
Thursday afternoon. 

Have a great week 

Phil Bradmore 

Harmony Day 
IMPORTANT: CHANGE OF DATE 
Due to various circumstances, we have had to change the date that we will be celebrating Harmony 
Day at our school this year. The date has moved from Friday March 18 to Thursday March 24. 
Danielle Bryant has kindly offered to run the lunch for the students. However, she requires parent 
helpers to assist her on the day. If you are able to help, even for just a couple of hours, please see 
Danielle or myself. The children really look forward to this event each year but it can only go ahead 
with your support. As well as parent helpers, each family is required to supply a plate of food that 
can be shared with the students. This can either be a savoury or sweet dish. Some popular ideas 
from previous years have been: mini pizzas, spring rolls, burritos, sushi, fried rice, spaghetti            
bolognaise, sandwiches, lasagne, kebabs, lamingtons, apple pie, muffins etc. Please help to make this 
a successful event for the students. 
Thanks 
Stacey 

 
Stewart House 
On Monday March 7, 2016 Stewart House will have provided care for NSW school children for 85 
years! Stewart House relies on donations to help meet their operating expenses. In 2015 Stewart 
House experienced a significant decline in donations. Please use the attached envelope to donate 
and go in  the running to win a holiday worth $4,000. 
 

Class News—Week 8 Term 1 
 
K Class News 
Sound of the Week- This week our letter-sound focus is p. 
Sight Words- The Kindergarten students are recognising and reading their sight words really well, 
both on individual cards and when reading their classroom readers. A new list of words has been 
sent home today. Keep up the practice! 
Home Reading- It is wonderful to see so many students already achieve the goal of 25 nights     
reading. Certificates were presented today and a small lucky dip prize for encouragement. Parents, a 
reminder that the weekend reading is for parents to share and read the library books chosen by 
your child. This can then be recorded in your child’s reading journal as two nights of reading. 
Mathematics- The focus for the next two weeks in Number and Algebra is to further improve oral 
counting forwards and backwards, recognition of numbers and writing of numbers. In Measurement 
the Kindergarten students will be learning about area. 
Independence Skills- It is delightful to see how much the Kindergarten students have settled into 
‘big school’ routines. Even more pleasing is the growth in student confidence to independently walk 
through the school gates by themselves, put their school bag on their hook, place their home reader  
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K Class News cont; 
on the return table without reminders and then head out to play. 
Lynne 

 
Year 1 Class News 
Thank you to all the parents, family and friends who attended the assembly on Friday. I was very 
proud of all students for standing up in front of the assembly, remembering their poem and       
speaking so beautifully on the microphone. Well done girls and boys. 
Library - Library will return to Thursday as usual this week. Please ensure your child returns their 
library book and brings along their library bag. I will also be checking home reading journals during 
this time. 
DIPL - In DIPL this week the focus is on the five short vowel sounds - a, e, i, o and u. 
Maths - This week we are looking at chance and using language like ‘will happen’, ‘might happen’ 
and ‘won’t happen’ in regards to everyday events. Maths homework this week reflects last week’s 
work on number patterns and skip counting by 2s, 5s and 10s. Homework is due on Friday. 
Art - We have been working on a variety of pieces throughout the term and I will soon select the   
artworks to be displayed at Maclean Show. All students will have an artwork submitted for the show, 
which is being held in the school holidays this year. 
Have a great week. 
Kristy 

 
1/2 Class News 
Hello everyone. We have another busy week ahead of us here in the Year 1/2 classroom. 
The ‘Star of the Week’ is Torna. He has been doing a great job assisting me with various jobs in the 
classroom. Thanks Torna! 
The students have started learning the 5 times tables this week. It makes me very happy to see how 
keen they are each day to improve on their previous score. 
In writing we are focusing on Information Reports. This week we will be editing our reports on   
Kangaroos before typing them up as a word document. 
The students have been working hard in their handwriting books this term. They are concentrating 
on forming their letters correctly while writing neatly. During the handwriting sessions we have 
been listening to classical music in order to assist with the students’ concentration level. 
I still require parent helpers to assist with organising the multicultural lunch on Harmony Day. 
Please see me if you are able to help. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated. Without it, the    
students will miss out on this great event. 
Friday-  Dancing with Mandy continues. Home reading journals are due. Year 2 homework is due. 
Bank books will be collected. 
Have a great week. 
Stacey 
 

Yr. 3 Class News   
Hi everyone!   
I am really happy with the overall progress the students are making. There has been a significant  
improvement with the submission of home work and home reading journals. In Science we are 
working on a unit ‘HEATING UP”. The students are to bring in a photo or a drawing of something 
they have at home that produces heat. They will be sharing these with the class next Monday. We 
have combined our daily circuit with Maths and we are skip counting daily. The notes for the Cross 
Country go home today and need to be returned as soon as possible. The carnival will be held in Ilu-
ka on Friday of April 1, 2016. 
Have a great week, Bek. 
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4/5 Class News 
Good morning all, 
The notes for the school cross country will be sent home with the newsletter today. It needs to be 
returned to school as soon as possible please. 
The bookwork has generally improved and the students are showing pride in their work.             
Well done. 
Times tables are improving but more attention still needs to be directed to the 9 times tables. 
Homework needs to be returned by Tuesday and new homework will be sent home. 
Information about the 3/4 year excursion will be sent home before the end of the term. 
Have a great week. Cheers John 

 
5/6 Class News    
Hello all, 
The showers of rain have brightened up our grounds again. Nothing like the goodness from the rain! 
Outdoor Education: we plan on doing some gardening work this week, now that the weather has  
gotten a little cooler. In our garden bed we want to plant some lettuce, beetroot, zucchinis 
and…………… The class will pull apart the worm farm to see that all is going well there too. 
Young Leaders Conference: I’m sure I will hear many interesting stories from the Yr 6 students  
after their trip to Brisbane. Thank you Mr Bradmore for taking them. 
Transition to High School: the girls and boys had numerous positive comments about their visit to 
the high school last Wednesday. It has been a very successful programme. 
Sport: We had our third game of tennis last Friday for sport and it was very exciting with lots of     
rallies happening. We certainly improved and the children can see what a great game it is. 
Interviews: will be held over weeks 10 &11 and a note will come home shortly so you will be able 
to select your time. It is a short 10-15 minute informal catch up to let you know how your child has 
started the school year. 
Have a pleasant week, Di. 

 
Library / Technology News 
Over the weekend I had lots of student’s sharing documents with me on Google Drive, which was 
great to see them taking the initiative. Students in the upper grades have began planning their pro-
jects and over the remaining weeks of term they will be putting it all together to create a product 
that I am hoping will be of high quality. Once they have created their product it will be uploaded to 
our YouTube channel for all to view. 
 
Library borrowing is going well for all classes and it is great to see so many students bringing their 
library bags to school for borrowing. Just a reminder, if your child does not have a library bag they 
can purchase one from school for only $2. 
 
If your child is trying to access their Skoolbo account at home they will need to come and get their 
username and password from me down in the library. I have printed them all out and they can see 
me to take them home when they want to. 
Matt 

 
Dinosaur Science Visiting Performance 
Accompanying today’s newsletter is a note about the visiting performance ‘The Dinosaur Science 
Show’. This show is part of our Science & Technology studies and allows students to see and          
participate with Dinosaur models. 
The performance will be held at school on Tuesday 5th April at 2:00pm. The cost of the show is $5 
per student. Please return notes and money to your child’s teacher by Wednesday 30th March. 
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                                    SPELLING COMPETITION 2                                                                          
Please complete the attached spelling puzzle by Thursday afternoon for your chance to win a small 

prize.  
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Teen Time 

By Michael Grose 

 

‘The younger the child, the more they need their parents” has been traditional wisdom for some 
time. Many parents respond to this mantra by spending as much time as they can with babies and 
toddlers, then ramping up their careers as their kids move into school age. The older the children, 
the less time is put aside for them appears be the current practice. 

 

A child’s development is full of twists, turns and reversals so that a 10-year-old who is beginning to 
experience the confusion that can come with early adolescence has a far greater need of her        
parents than she did at eight. 

 

The age between 10 and 14 is a particularly needy time. Friendships become complex and the    
challenges of school can overwhelm children at this stage. They benefit a lot from late afternoon 
and evening chats with a parent. Mornings are too rushed for the types of conversations they need. 

 

While parenting toddlers can be physically tiring, responding to the mental and emotional           
demands of teenage children is equally if not more exhausting. If you come home totally fried by 
the demands of work, the last thing you want to engage in is mind games with a tricky but needy 
teenager. You’ve got to be fit and focused (on them) to parent teens well! 

 

Minimise Being Home Alone 

Late afternoon is a recognised danger zone for adolescence. Toddlers stay in long daycare and     
primary-aged kids use after-school care or are happy to be picked up by others. However, for     
teenagers who are testing their independence this is a tricky time. 

 

Teens who are left to their own devices are more prone to engage in risk-taking behaviours, lose 
themselves online or in some cases become addicted to computer games. The world is trickier than 
when we grew up. Cyber-bullying, self-harm and depression are now part of the adolescent land-
scape. 

 

Teenagers still need supervision, whether it’s through structured activities such as sports training 
or after-school or holiday programs. They also need parents who check up on them, make sure 
homework is completed and ensure that they have fulfilled their family obligations including     
completing their chore list. 
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BCU YAMBA HOLIDAY SPORTS CAMP 2016 

 
 

The April, 2016 BCU Yamba Holiday Sports Camp. Sports will include: tennis, (racquets        
available), basketball, futsal, volleyball, netball, table tennis,  and finishing with swim and       
Sausage sizzle on Thursday. Mini gymnastics with Clarence Coastal Gymnastics.  Mel & Vanessa 
from 24/7 gym, with special running races and field games. Special guest will be Gina from the 
Farmers Market with "What’s In The Box!" Canteen will be available, at pool and indoor centre.  
Venues: Yamba Swimming Pool, Tennis Courts and Raymond Laurie Sports Centre. Lots of  priz-
es including BCU bank accounts to be won!!! 
 

When:   Tues 12, Wed 13 , Thurs 14  APRIL 2016    
Where: Pool Tennis Courts Angourie Road, Yamba     
Time:   9:30am-1:30 pm  
Cost:             $100 (Day rate $40) 

 
Organised pick-up from 8:45am Iluka ferry, returning 2:30pm ferry Yamba.  Any further inquiries please phone Alan 
on 0416016775. 

 
Return Form 
============================================================ 

Easter Holiday Camp 2016 BCU 
Please circle one of the following categories and if swimming: 
 

K – Grade 2  2. Grade 3 - 5  3. Grade 6 - 9 
 
Swimming    YES   or   NO            Photographs     YES  or  NO 
Please note: pool fully supervised with lifeguard. 
Complete and return permission slip with payment by Sat April 9 . 
 
  Name:_________________________ DOB: _________________________ 
 
Email:___________________________________ Mob:_______________ 
 
All cheques and monies payable to Alan Jurd Coaching.  
Bank details: NAB BSB: 084 730  A/C 83 489 1700     Po Box 270 Yamba NSW 2464 
Email form back to alan.jurd@bigpond.com / mb: 0416 016 775 

Iluka Public School Newsletter  7 15 March, 2016 

March 21 - Tanya Williams, Leah Speirs, Kylie Kerr, Jodie Pakoti 

March 28 -  Easter Monday 

April 4 -  Cassandra McClelland, Kay Graham, Danielle Bryan, Dec Dunn 

please ring Tanya on  0431 435 343, if you are unable to work. 

HOME BAKING:  Each week we are asking one class to provide some home baking to sell in the Canteen.  
Next Monday March 22, we are asking Year 1 parents to provide some small cakes, slices, etc.  All donations 

mailto:alan.jurd@bigpond.com
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Nature Connection Workshop. 

As well as being beautiful and enjoyable, birds are truly the eyes and ears of nature. When you're 

tuned into the birds around you, you'll know if there's a snake in the grass, children coming home 

through the park or a hawk prowling the skies. Through observation, storytelling and interactive 

play, you'll learn to understand the birds' different calls, postures and behaviour.  Our bird lan-

guage workshop shows you how to see and hear the bush or back yard in a whole new way." 

March 20, 2016 - Solum Farms at Mororo. Locals discount $50, kids grade 6 and up $25.      

Includes lunch, morning and afternoon tea. Check "events page" at http://www.sol umfarm.com/ 

for more info. Call Miles 0427458045 


