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Principal’s News 
Open Day - Thank you so much to the parents, grandparents and  

community members who came along to our Open Day as part of the NSW 

Public Schools Education Week.  It was very well supported with some very 

interesting stories presented on the school assembly.  A special thank you to 

all who volunteered memories of their school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absent – School numbers were well down this week as winter colds have 

set in.  A reminder that parents need to contact the school should their child 

be absent for more than two consecutive days.  As well, upon returning, a 

note must be presented to the class teacher with an explanation. 

 

Writers festival - Eighteen students combined with  

other students from  the Clarence Valley attended the 

Writers festival at Maclean Public School last Friday.  

Students were entertained by two well known  

Australian authors and illustrators.  Students listened  

to the authors about imagination and inspiration and 

came home excited about writing.  

 

Chess Club - Members of the Chess Club are continuing to enjoy the basics 

of chess.  Under the guidance of Mr Melrose students will gain a better  

understanding of all pieces and will enjoy the game. 

 

Rio Maths Olympics Day - This Friday all students from kindergarten to 

year 6 will be participating in an Olympics/Maths Day.  Students will be  

divided into small groups and represent a country.  They will then compete 

against other groups competing in 8 exciting activities.  These include  

hurdles, hammer throw (modified—not a real hammer!!), volley ball,  

hockey and tennis.  Come along and watch the lighting of the flame and the 

opening ceremony at 9.30am Friday 12th August. 
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Term 3 Events 

Friday 12 August 
Maths Olympics Day 
 

Thursday 1 September  
Kindergarten 2017 
Parent/teacher  
Information Night 
 
Saturday  
17 September 
School fete 
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Small Schools Athletics Carnival - Iluka Public School participated in the Small Schools Athletics 

Carnival yesterday.  It was a very successful day.  Many students showed  true grit and determina-

tion when placed under stronger  opposition.  Well done to all students who gave it their very best.  

Special thanks must go to Karla Morison, Cassandra McClelland, Lisa Waters and the team who did a 

sensational job in organising the canteen both at school and at the oval.  As well, to the teaching staff 

who set up the day, ran events and packed it all away again, I can not thank you enough.  For those 

students who may be going to Zone athletics the date is Friday 19th August.   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Library News - To help celebrate Book Week at the Iluka Town Library, a new event is taking 
place.  A colouring competition is being held.  Please pick up an entry form from Jacqui at the library.  
There are 3 age categories.  Entries are due back Friday 19 August.   
 
The Tell Them From Me student feedback survey 

I am delighted that this term, our school, like many other public schools in the state, will participate 

in a Department of Education initiative: the Tell Them From Me student feedback survey. The survey 

aims to help improve student learning outcomes and measures factors that are known to affect  

academic achievement and other student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student 

wellbeing, engagement and effective teaching practices.  

 

You may remember that our students also participated in a Tell Them From Me student survey in 

Term 1 this year. Asking students to complete the survey twice in one year allows us to identify 

trends in student responses as well as track engagement and motivation across the school year. 

More information about the survey is available at:  
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents 
 
The survey is a great opportunity for our students to provide us with valuable and quick feedback 

on what they think about school life, how engaged they are with school and the different ways that 

teachers interact with them. Schools in Australia and around the world have used the Tell Them 

From Me survey to help improve how they do things at school.  

 

I want to assure you that the survey is confidential. The survey is conducted online and will typically 

take less than 30 minutes to complete. It will be administered during school hours between 22 Au-

gust and 21 October. Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary. 

 

A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers about the survey is being sent home with students. If 

you do not want your child or children to participate, please return the form to school by Friday 19 

August. Copies of the form and FAQs are available from the website above. 

http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
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The Partners in Learning parent feedback survey 

This Term, our school will be participating in the Partners in Learning parent survey, another part 

of the Tell Them From Me suite of surveys (student, teacher and parent surveys) on student engage-

ment. The survey asks parents and carers questions about different factors that are known to  

impact on student wellbeing and engagement. 

 

Running this survey will help our school understand parents’ and carers’ perspectives on their 

child’s experience at school. These include: communication between parents/carers and staff, ac-

tivities and practices at home and parent/carer views on the school's support of learning and be-

haviour. This valuable feedback will help our school make practical improvements.   

 

The survey is conducted entirely online at home or on public computers. The survey will typically 

take 15 minutes or less to complete and is completely confidential. The parent survey will be  

conducted between 22 August and 21 October. Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary, 

however, your responses are very much appreciated.   

More information about the survey is available at:  
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents 
 
Have a great week 
Phil 

 
Class News - Week 4 term 3 
Kinder Class News 
Education Week Open Day-The Kindergarten students really enjoyed showing and talking about 
their work, as well as taking family members on a grand tour of important places within their 
school. 
Sickness-Our class is still not to full operational mode, with nearly ⅓ of the student class body still 
absent from school. Hopefully this week all Kindergarten students will be present and learning  
programs can be fully implemented. 
Jewellery-As part of our school uniform policy, students are only permitted to wear stud or  
sleeper earrings, a watch or jewellery of a religious/cultural nature. All other jewellery should be 
kept at home for special family outings. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 
Poetry-The students have been learning to recite poems about the weather as well as write their 
own poems. The students love being poets and are proud of their work on display. 
Save the Date-Kindergarten Poetry Cafe on Thursday 15th September at Iluka Public School com-
mencing at 2:00pm and finishing at 3:00pm. The Kindergarten students will be reciting poetry and 
performing a class item at our first ever Poetry Cafe. Cheese and biscuits with orange juice will be 
served, as well as coffee/tea and finger foods. There will be an open mike session for parents and 
family members wishing to share their favourite poem. Please save the date! More information 
will be forth coming in the next few weeks. 
Reminders:  
*Please ensure that your child’s school hat and jumper/jacket is clearly labelled with their name.   
Lynne 
 

9 August 2016 

http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
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Year 1 Class News 
Mrs Gardiner is still absent this week.   

 
Year 1/2 Class News 
Hello everyone. I am very happy to be healthy and back at school. I was pleased to receive only 
positive reports from Miss Edwards when I returned yesterday. It is great to know that the  
students in my class are well mannered and can continue with our daily routines when I am not 
here. Also, while I was away, a new student joined our class. I would like to welcome Harlem to the 
Year 1/2 class. Harlem has already impressed me with his polite and positive attitude. I am sure he 
will enjoy being a member of our class. Welcome Harlem! 
This week- In writing the students will be continuing to plan and produce descriptions based on a 
variety of topics. Times table revision has commenced, beginning with the 5 and 10 tables. In art, 
the students will be completing their Charlie and the Chocolate Factory collages before  
starting a new piece based on The Olympics. The DIPL focuses for Year 2 are homophones and  
the long vowel table. In maths, Year 2 are learning about area. The students will be completing vari-
ous maths and reading tasks on Studyladder during our time in the computer room this week. 
Speaking Topic for Week 5- In the Week 2 newsletter, I stated that the students would be  
required to speak about their favourite book during the class news sessions in Week 4. As I was not 
here to remind the students of this, I have decided that this will take place next week instead. The 
selected day for your child/ren is as follows: MONDAY: Leya, Emma, Reef, Emjay. TUESDAY; 
Shanoah, Oceane, Mia, Grace. WEDNESDAY: Tandia, Jeriqko, Kiani, Michaela. THURSDAY:  
Ramona, Krystal, Steven, Harlem. FRIDAY: Vinnie, Bradley, Amy-Leigh, Torna. 
Reminders- Some children in the class have been complaining at lunch time that they have no food 
left and that they are hungry. Could you please talk to your child/ren about this issue and perhaps 
provide them with another sandwich or piece of fruit in order to prevent this occuring. Please re-
member to provide a note to explain any absences your child has. Friday: Year 2 homework due, 
Home Reading journals due, bank books collected. 
Have a great week. 
Stacey 

 
Year 3 Class News 
Hello everyone! Thank you to the parents, carers and grandparents that attended our Education 
day last Friday. The students were beaming with pride. 
Congratulations to the students who participated in the Small Schools athletics carnival yesterday. 
It was great to see you all giving your very best effort. 
The students worked with Mrs Adey yesterday and created some beautifully presented concrete 
shape poems. 
The students are working at their own level in Quicksmart and individual flash cards have been 
sent home. They are to be returned when the student’s progress to the next level. 
Home work is to be returned on Fridays and Home readers are to be returned on Thursdays. 
Thank you to all the parents that have returned the stage two excursion medical forms and 
finalised their balance owing. We need to have all forms returned as soon as possible. 
 
Have a great week.  
Bek  
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Year 4/5 Class News 
Good Morning all, 
It was great to see so many parents, grandparents and community members at the school last week 
to help celebrate Education Week. 
Following the wild weather the Small Schools Athletics Carnival was able to be held this week. 
Good luck to all competitors. 
Thank you to all the parents that have returned the stage two excursion medical forms and  
finalised their balance owing. We need to have all forms returned as soon as possible. 
The class has been doing a Science Unit called ‘Beneath Our Feet’. We are currently learning about 
Igneous, sedimentary and Metamorphic rocks. The class hopes to find samples whilst on excursion 
later this term. 
The fete is also on later this term and our class is running the ‘Book Stall’. If anyone can help out 
with any recycled books or music, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Enjoy the Olympics. 
Have a great week.  
Cheers John 

 
Year 5/6 Class News 
I hope you all survived the cyclonic conditions last week and didn’t incur too much damage. Thank 
you: to all the parents and grandparents that took the opportunity to come and have a look at class 
work last Wednesday. Open Day was very successful and it was great to see so many people at the 
assembly. 
Book Parade: went off very well. The girls and boys looked great in their costumes. 
Mr Kollmorgen: has settled into the class and beginning to get to know routines and the children. He 
has started a PRC book called “Finders Keepers” and the children are really enjoying the storyline 
unfold. 
Mini Olympics: is this Friday and I know the children will have a great day. The seniors will be l 
eading teams and helping the teachers. 
High School Transition: is next Wednesday for Year 6. 
Tennis: with Mr Jurd is really enjoyed on a Thursday. 
Have a positive week. Di :) 
PS We just about sold all our produce from our horticultural area. Thank you for your support! 
Thanks for the citrus fruit Danielle and Adam. 

Iluka Boardriders Club advises that our August Club meet shall be held  
on Sunday 28/8.  Normal 2nd Sunday of the month club meets shall resume 
from September.  Join us doe ocean safety, surf coaching and fun followed  
by a beach breakfast.  Stay up to date via our Facebook page. 
 
Happy Surfing.   

Last year there was a successful GO4FUN program at IPS.  Some 
children really benefited by learning more about nutritional choic-
es and having some great fun while exercising.  This is a free 
course, designed for children aged 7-13 and their parent/carer to 
attend after school together, for 10 weeks.  We will have another 
GO4FUN course next term if there is enough interest.  Please  

            contact the school or see me if you are interested.   
                                                              Jo Haupt  
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Library / Technology News 

A huge thankyou to all families who supported the Book Fair held last week. In grabbing a reading 
bargain, you have contributed to providing ongoing resources for the children at our school. Also 
thank you to all families who returned their Scholastic Book Club orders so promptly - the order was 
placed last week and I believe it will be returned to the school some time over the coming week - I 
know there are a lot of excited children waiting their orders! 
 
Congratulations to Year 1 who last week set the borrowing bar high - all students borrowed and I 
look forward to other classes following their lead. Year 6 students will continue their news project 
on sustainability over the coming weeks. Ongoing research at home regarding their topic would 
greatly assist the depth of content they will present in their final news broadcast. 
 
On behalf of Miss Lisa and myself, I would like to also congratulate the eighteen students who  
attended last week’s Byron Bay Writers Festival at Maclean Public School. It was a pleasure to  
accompany these  great representatives of IPS who offered some interesting questions for the  
special guest authors. Well done to Taylor for helping out with the shared storyline!! 
 
Have a great week, Michelle. 

 
 
 
 

 
Next Week Monday August 15 -  Peter Johnson, Leah Speirs, Gay Webster 
Monday August 22 -   Karla Morrison, Kirra Pendrick, Vanessa Lipscombe 
Monday August 29 -   Nikki Kelso, Cassandra McClelland, Sarah Johnson 
Monday September 5 -  Peter Johnson, Karla Morrison, Amanda Hogan 
Monday September 12 -  Leah Speirs, Gay Webster, Kylie Kerr 
Monday September 12 -  Kay Graham, Cassandra McClelland, Karla Morrison 
 
Please let us know if unable to come in on your rostered day or if needing to swap with another 
person on roster. Tuckshop Hours are from 8:30am to approx. 2pm.  
 

Home baked goods or fruit donation. Monday 15th August...  Year 1 class!  
 
Our revised Menu was  attached to last weeks newsletter.  The usual favourites were included 
along with a few new options like salad wraps & now a few gluten free options.  
 
Karla  0405 638 768 & Cassandra 0413 044 405 

Roster Term 3 
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The pitfall of using other children as benchmarks  
 
By Michael Grose 
 
Benchmarking children’s progress with that of other children is not a wise parenting strategy. 
Inevitably, it will lead to parent frustration as there will always be a child who performs better 
than your own on any scale you use.  
 
Have you ever compared your child’s behaviour, academic progress or social skills with a  
sibling or your friend’s children?  
 
Comparing your child with others is a stress-inducing and, ultimately, useless activity. But  
it’s hard to resist, as we tend to assess our progress in any area of life by checking out how 
we compare with our peers.  
 
Each child has his or her own developmental clock, which is nearly impossible to alter. There 
are slow bloomers, early developers, bright sparks and steady-as-you-go kids in every class-
room. The slow bloomers can cause the most concern for parents who habitually compare 
children to siblings, their friends’ kids and even themselves when they were in school.  
 
The trick is to focus on your child’s improvement and effort and use your child’s results as 
the benchmark for his or her progress and development. “Your spelling is better today than  
it was a few months ago” is a better measure of progress than “Your spelling is the best in the 
class!”  
 
As a parent you should take pride in your children’s performance at school, in sport or their 
leisure activities. Seeing your child do well is one of the unsung pleasures of parenting. You 
should also celebrate their achievements and milestones, such as taking their first steps,  
getting their first goal  in a game or getting great marks at school.  
 
However, you shouldn’t have too much personal stake in your children’s success or mile-
stones, as this close association makes it hard to separate yourself from them. It may also 
lead to excessive parental pressure for kids to do well for the wrong reasons – to please you!  
 
The maxim “You are not your child” is a challenging but essential parental concept to live by. 
Doing so takes real maturity and altruism, but it is the absolute foundation of that powerful 
thing known  
as “unconditional love”.  
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MATHS COMPETITION 

Please complete the attached Maths puzzle and hand to Mr Bradmore by Thursday afternoon for 

your chance to win a small prize.  
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