
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

SASS Recognition Week 

Every year, the Public Service organises “Recognition 
Week” to acknowledge the vital role the School      
Administrative and Support Staff (SASS) play in 
schools across NSW.  Iluka Public School SASS are 
important contributors to the success of the school 
and our students’ education. I would like to thank our 
fantastic SASS team for the great work they do within 
our school. 

Kindergarten Information Evening 

Last Thursday parents with kindergarten children (2016) attended a most informative 
evening. Guest speakers Tina (Maclean Uniforms) and Janet (Busways) presented with 
Lynne Essery (Kindergarten Teacher) and me. The one hour session included a tour of 
the school, the Best Start Assessment and a ‘run down’ on the requirements for getting 
their child off to a positive start to formal schooling. Parents finished the session with a 
delicious afternoon tea. 

Touch Gala Day 

What a great day we had on Friday! The Stage Two and Three students thoroughly      
enjoyed their touch games. Generally, we had many positive comments from the         
students and they all felt very special and believed they contributed to their team’s     
success. Thank you to the staff and to Christine and Kylie for your organisation and    
assistance with coaching on the day. Also, thank you to Mr Peterson for his coaching and 
time spent preparing the boys and girls. 

Major Excursions 

A reminder that our major excursions for Years 3-6 are coming up next term. If you 
haven’t paid for your child’s excursion, please do so as soon as possible. If you are having 
any difficulty, please come and see us so we can arrange a more detailed payment plan. 

Father’s Day 

I hope all dads had a great Sunday – I know this will generate a little debate as some  
argue that it is 365 days 24/7! 

School Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember our school concert is fast approaching. It is a chance for our dancers,         
vocalists and musicians to perform in front of their parents, friends and families.        
Students have been working hard and are very excited about performing in front of an 
audience.  
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Tuesday 8—Thursday 10 

September 

Life Education Van 

Thursday 10 September 

Rugby Union Gala Day 

Monday 14 September 

PSSA Netball Final @ 

Homebush 

Friday 11 September 

Last whole school       

assembly Term 3 @ 

12.20pm 

Wednesday 16             

September 

Dress Rehearsal School 

Concert 

Thursday 17 September 

School Concert 

Friday 18 September 

Milo Cricket @ Maclean 

IPSA Disco @             

Community Hall 

Canberra Payments Due 

Last Day of Term 3 

Term 4 Events 

Tuesday 6 October 

First Day Term 4 

18-22 October 

We’re on the Web! www.ilukapublicschool.com  

Canteen Duty 

Monday 14 September 

Gladys, Danielle, Bec and 

Lisa 

When: Thursday 17th September, 2015 

Where: Iluka Community Hall 

Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

Cost: $2 per person 

http://www.ilukapublicschool.com
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PSSA Netball  

Next week we have our Netball team playing in Sydney. This is what they 
have been working towards since Round 1, Term 2. It should be a ripper! I 
Hope all the background planning and training pays off for our students as 
they have worked beyond expectation to reach their peak at this time of year. 

I would also like to thank the Iluka Bowling Club, Iluka Fishing Club, Iluka 
Rotary and other individuals who have donated money so that the team can 
compete in Sydney. Your generosity is very much appreciated.  

Please note the last whole school assembly for Term 3 will be held 
on Friday 11 September at 12.20pm. 

Have a great week 

Phil Bradmore 

Kinder Class News 
Spelling-This week the students will be revising all of the words introduced 
during this term. There will be no spelling words next week, due to concert 
practice. 
Life Education Van-Kindergarten will be visiting the Life Education van 
tomorrow afternoon. The students are keen to meet Harold and are excited 
about having a caravan for a classroom. Next term the students will use their 
Healthy Harold workbook in class, as part of our Health program. 
Concert-Next Wednesday our school is having a dress rehearsal of all      
concert items. Your child will need to bring to school next Wednesday a pair 
of black shorts, as worn to the Grafton Eisteddfod. I have the shirts worn by 
the students at school ready for our rehearsal. If by chance you have not re-
turned your child’s shirt worn at the eisteddfod, could you please send it to school as soon as possible. No other 
clothing is needed for our two performances. A permission note for walking to and from the Iluka         
Community Hall for concert practice next week, has been sent home today. 
 
Lynne 

 
1/2 Class News 
Concert - The school concert will be held on the evening of Thursday 17th 
September.  We have been busy rehearsing our dance from the Grafton      
eisteddfod and our dinosaur item in preparation for this major event. Next 
Wednesday, students will need to bring their costume to school for the 
full dress rehearsal. For the dance routine Rockin’ Robin, boys will need 
their red sport shorts and will be given the shirts purchased earlier this year 
for the eisteddfod. Girls will require the small black shorts/bike pants/
netball knickers to wear under the skirt and leotard provided by Mandy. For 
the dinosaur item, boys will wear the same costume, but will need an         
additional pair of bright undies, but not red.  Girls will need to wear long 
pants/leggings and a shirt in pale/plain colours (no prints or pictures) and 
will need an additional pair of bright knickers. On Thursday evening, students need to come dressed ready for 
their performance. 
Students playing a guitar or other musical instrument will require them on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Life Education Van - Many students need to return their notes and money for the Life Education Van. We will 
be visiting the van to participate in valuable health lessons this week. All students who attend will also receive a 
workbook which will be used in class during follow up lessons, so it very important that all attend. 
Home reading journals - due every Monday. I check journals while the class attends the library. Students 
should be nearing the 150 nights mark now. Certificates will go home this Friday for those who reach this          
milestone. 
Homework - This week Year 1 students are working on endings - ‘y’ and ‘er’ in DIPL and 3x tables.  There will be 
no homework next week.  Everyone is starting to get tired and it will be a busy week with the concert. 
Speaking Topics - Week 9 - My Favourite Sport and Week 10 is free choice. 
Black and White Day - Please remember to wear black and white on Friday.  The black (and a little bit of white) 
represents Tasmanian Devil Day, while the white also symbolises our support for White Balloon Day, a day of 
awareness about child protection. 
 
Have a great week, Kristy 
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2/3 Class News 
Hello everyone and welcome to Week 9. It is great to be back on my class 
once again! I thoroughly enjoyed the time that I spent teaching at a          
different school but I am happy to be back at Iluka Public School. The     
positive feedback that I received from Mrs Wright was extremely pleasing. I 
was very happy to hear that the students acted in a  mature and responsible 
manner while I was away. 
This afternoon the students visited the Life Education Van. Everyone      
received a workbook containing various follow up lessons. We will be using 
the workbooks during our Health lessons in Term 4. 
Yesterday each student was sent home with a ‘Skoolbo’ login card. The login 
card provide students with a username and password so that they can     
access their account at home. Skoolbo provides an individualised curriculum for each student. The Spiral Learning 
Algorithm ensures that every student always receives the right level of difficulty with the appropriate balance of 
new and revision content. All aspects of Skoolbo are continually monitored and refined to maximise learning. At 
the beginning of term 4 Skoolbo will be added to our daily reading group rotations. Therefore it would be beneficial 
for your child to access their account at home in order for them to familiarise themselves with the various aspects 
involved. 
We have been very busy perfecting our concert items in class. Everyone has a part in both the dance and the songs. 
Therefore it is important that all students attend both concerts. The students will be performing the ‘Minion’ dance 
in their costumes, which consists of yellow skivvies, black gloves and black beanies. All students are also required 
to wear denim jeans as part of their costume. They will not require any additional items for the songs, as they will 
wear the same costume. 
The certificates for those students who have reached the target of 150 nights reading by the end of Term 3 will be 
handed out next week. Home Reading journals must be brought in for me to check before certificates are handed 
out. The journals can be handed in any time this week. 
Have a great week. 
Stacey 
 

3/4 Class News 
Netball Good luck to the girls travelling to Sydney on the weekend to 
compete in the PSSA Netball Championship on Monday. I will be absent 
and Mr Peterson will be on the Year 3/4 class. 
Touch Gala Day-. Well done to all the students that attended last       
Friday.It was great to see the children having so much fun and showing 
great sportsmanship. It was good to see them applying skills that they had 
learnt with Mr Peterson. 
Concert - The school concert will be held next Thursday evening the17th 
September.  We have been busy preparing for our items. 
Costumes I would like all the students by the end of the week to bring in 
their Adams Family costume and also a plain black top and plain black 
pants in a bag with their names on it. Could you please ensure that all items are clearly labelled. 
Life Education Van - A reminder that the students need to return their notes and money for the Life Education 
Van. We will be visiting the van on Wednesday to participate in valuable health lessons,. 
Home reading journals - due every Monday. I check journals while the class attends the library. Students 
should be nearing the 150 nights mark now. Certificates will go home this Friday for those who reach this          
milestone. 
Homework - All year 3/4 students are to do a  random act of kindness. The Year 3 students have a revision sheet 
for DIPL and a timestable sheet. Homework went home today. Please note that there will be no homework next 
week. HSIE projects (for Mr Melrose ) due this Friday 11 September. 
Black and White Day - Please remember to wear black and white on Friday.  The black (and a little bit of white) 
represents Tasmanian Devil Day, while the white also symbolises our support for White Balloon Day, a day of 
awareness about child protection. Bek 
 

4/5 Class News 
HSIE: All projects are due in on Friday this week. Earlier if necessary. 
Netball: Best of luck for the team travelling to Sydney to compete in the 
PSSA netball. 
Rugby Gala Day: Notes and money in for the Rugby Gala Day on Thursday 
please. 
Life Education Van: The 4/5 class will visit the ‘Life Education’ van on 
Wednesday morning at 9.30am. 
Have a great week! John 
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5/6 Class News   
HSIE projects (for Mr Melrose ) were due yesterday. 
Touch Gala Day- was lots of fun at Yamba last Friday. It was great to see 
the children applying skills that they had learnt with Mr Peterson. A great 
day for team work and fitness. Always nice to be crossing the river on the  
ferry and enjoying the beautiful location that we live in. Dolphins also        
accompanied the ferry at times too. 
Rugby Gala Day- will be attended by some of the boys in our class this 
Thursday over at Yamba. Thank you Mr Bradmore, for taking them and I 
hope you have a super day. 
Term 3 150 Night Reading Certificates: will be handed out this Friday. 
Well done to the children that have maintained a consistent effort with their 
reading. 
Concert Clothes: required for our school concert are either all white or black clothes ( no logos 
etc). 
Life Education Van: we went today and will be using the workbooks next term for follow up lessons. 
Enjoy your week, Di.  
 

Library / Technology News 
The library will have some new books coming in this week as Scholastic had a huge Cyber Sale last week which 
allowed the school to purchase a variety of books at a reduced rate. I am very impressed with year 2/3 and their 
library borrowing as they are the most consistent class to borrow and return books. It is clear that they are          
encouraged at home to read books and to take advantage of the great opportunity the school library provides for 
them. If I could give out a class library award I would give it to this class. 

 
Life Education Van 
This Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday Happy Healthy Harold and the Life Education Van 
will be visiting our school.  Permission notes need to be returned as soon as possible along 
with the $5 fee. The school has heavily subsidised this visit because of the important and 
valuable messages conveyed during these sessions. Also, there  will be merchandise       
available for those who wish to purchase. 
 
Temporary tattoo - 50 cents  Harold hand ball $3 
Harold sticky note pad - $1.50  Harold stationery set - $3 
Harold keyring - $3   Large Harold soft toy - $15 
Small Harold soft toy - $8 
 
Correct money would be much appreciated and this is paid directly to the Life Education Van teacher, Sam. 

Black and White Day 
This Friday we will be participating in Black and White Day to support Tasmanian Devils. Students are               
encouraged to wear black and white clothing. However, there will be no cost involved on this occasion as we 
still have some funds left over from our World Vision sponsorship. This money will be shared between two        
important charities - Save the Tasmanian Devil Appeal and Devil Ark. Wild devil populations have almost been 
wiped out due to the highly contagious devil facial tumour disease. Save the Tasmanian Devil Appeal has been 
working to develop a vaccine for the deadly disease and they are beginning to trials this month with 19 vaccinated 
devils being released back into the wild. Devil Ark is an animal conservation project based at the Barrington Tops 
in New South Wales. The focus of this centre is breeding healthy devils as an insurance population to be released 
in Tasmania in the future. If you would like any further information, please see Mrs Gardner. I look forward to 
seeing everyone showing their support on Friday by wearing black and white. Remember, it’s free! 

 
School Banking                                                                           
Thanks to the fantastic efforts of our students we have raised $490.25 for our school through School 
Banking commissions in the 2014-2015 Financial Year. Our school receives $5 when a student makes 
their first ever School Banking deposit and 5% on every deposit made through the school (to a      
maximum of $10 per individual deposit). Remember, saving regularly is an important habit to get 
into, whether you're saving a little or a lot. Keep up the great work and remember to bring in your 
School Banking deposit each Friday. Thank you for supporting the School Banking program. 

Canteen 

First canteen day for Term 4 is Monday 12 October. Thank you to all who volunteer their time.  
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MELBOURNE CUP  

TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2015 

Please save this date in your calendar for what is planned to 
be a very enjoyable day. While it is almost two months away 

preparations are  underway for a day of fun, fine food and 
entertainment, with all the profits going back to our wonderful Iluka Public School. 

The function will be held at Marracas Boatshed Restaurant with a three-course lunch prepared by “Dirk”, Mar-
racas’ signature chef. A complimentary glass of bubbles will be served on arrival. BYO for further alcoholic drinks. 
The cost of this fantastic day will be $40.00 per head.  

We have only just started placing the wheels in motion for this function. We will have sweeps, raffles and even 
some goodies that can be purchased on the day. Mulan from Siberia will be hosting a fashion parade showcasing 
her wonderful range of garments. We are saving surprises for the day however our plans are to ensure that every-
one has a wonderful time. 

As this is the first (we trust of many) we have a limited number of places available. In order to avoid disappoint-
ment, please contact us to book your tickets as soon as possible. Arrange a table with your friends so that we can 
ensure a great day for the school and parents and friends in our community. 

Contact: lorrainewhitehouse@bigpond.com OR 0412575180. 

 

 

IPSA FAMILY FUN DAY 

SATURDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 

10AM – 2PM  

ILUKA SPORTS FIELD 

(CNR OWEN/SPENSER STREETS) 

FREE ENTRY 

Featuring art pieces from Iluka Primary school! 

Laser Skirmish, Jumping Castles, Old McDonalds 

Farm, Sporting Games, Tug-o-war Competition, 

Market Stalls, Face Painting, Showbags, Raffles 

Plus many other activities                                        

Food, Drinks & Entertainment! 

Canteen Roster 

MONDAY 14 

SEPTEMBER 

Gladys Hunt,   

Danielle Bryant, 

Bec Dunn, Lisa  

Hogan  

Year 5/6 to     

donate home 

made goodies 

Yamba Nippers Sign on Days: Sunday 13th September 10-11am, Sunday 20th September 10-11am, Sunday 27th 
September 10-11am .(We will need to sight a birth certificate for all new nipper registrations). Nippers is a fun, family 
activity that teaches children about beach and surf safety. Children can join Nippers once they have turned 5. Please 
contact Danielle Connolly with any Nipper enquiries on 0497276805 or email yambanippers@live.com.au 

Iluka Boardriders 

A brilliant combined event was held on Sunday with our friends     
Angourie Boardriders. Thankyou to all who helped make it a success. 
We saw some inspirational surfing from some talented surfers.  Next 
club competition is 11 October. September coaching date confirmed as 
24 September with Jeremy Walters—limited spaces available. 

Iluka Cricket Club—Extra Sign on Days for Juniors. This Wednesday (9/9), and Friday (11/9) from 3-4pm @ Iluka Public 

School (lunch tables) 

mailto:lorrainewhitehouse@bigpond.com
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Swap cards – craze or just plain crazy 

By Michael Grose 

Banning activities such as the use of swap cards robs kids of valuable learning 
opportunities, as well as the fun! 

In a world where children’s toys and playthings constantly become mechanised, digitalised 
or sanitised it’s good to see some things haven’t changed – the use of swap cards. 

Fortunately kids can still have the same fun as past generations, as well as the opportunityto learn the same les-
sons we had. Sometimes the best social lessons kids can learn come from the more dubious interactions they 
have during lunchtime and recess.   

There can be problems 

There is no doubt that the swap card craze can cause consternation for adults. Some children can and do take 
advantage of others in the hierarchical world of the playground. While the majority of interactions kids have with 
each other at school are positive, there are times when they can be negative, difficult and in extreme cases of a 
bullying nature.  

Kids need the freedom to negotiate their own interactions so they can learn from those experiences both good 
and bad. The street smarts that children pick up from their free and unrestricted play can be a huge advantage 
when negotiating tough social situations in school and beyond. 
But there are solutions 

Teachers and parents need to coach kids in the skills and techniques that they need to negotiate the many situa-
tions they meet in the schoolyard. Unpleasant experiences can provide great social lessons such as how to avoid 
the same situation next time, how to handle the disappointment of being taken advantage of and how to negoti-
ate better outcomes.  

Parents and teachers need to be aware of bullying behaviours, which by definition are repetitive, intentional be-
haviours by one or more children on another that robs that child of any power to change the situation. If swap 
cards are at the centre of bullying then act to protect kids. If not, then it may be best to coach kids to cope or to 
be smarter next time. 
 
Banning activities such as the use of swap cards robs kids of valuable learning activities.  

Similarly a parent who buys a full set of cards for a child robs him of the thrill of the chase, as well as the chance 
to practise persistence, be organised and negotiate well, which are still valuable skills to have at school and most 
workplaces as well.  


