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Principal’s News 
‘Very moving’, ‘special’, ‘beautiful’, ‘outstanding’ ‘really fantastic’ and ‘respectful’- 

This was just some of the feedback we have had from teachers, staff, students 

and the wider community of our two Remembrance Day Assemblies held last 

Friday. 

Congratulations to students from Year 5 and students from Year 6. The          

assemblies were an outstanding success due to the very moving and beautifully 

crafted poems, letters and thoughts from all students involved. Teachers, Miss 

Anderson and Mrs Howard did an excellent job of organising and arranging the 

assembly for us. Thank you. 

As well, I would like to recognise the Year 6 students who gave up their time on 

Saturday morning (wearing their school uniforms)  to  take part in the Iluka – 

Chatsworth Island RSL Community Remembrance Day memorial at the Charles 

Street Cenotaph. We are all very proud of you. 

Last Thursday was our last Kindergarten 2018 transition session. Thank you so 

much Year 5 buddies, Kindy students, parents, carers and to Miss Essery for all 

your careful preparation and getting all our new students a flying head start into 

2018. All children starting Kindergarten next year were invited to attend and have 

submitted their enrolment forms. I believe we have nine Kindergarten     students 

commencing in 2018. We are now able to begin planning our classes for next 

year. Your support would be appreciated if any more forms be returned to the 

office as soon as possible. 

 

Dates to         
Remember  

Term 4  

NOVEMBER 

Friday 17th                        
Croquet  Yr 5 & 6                  
 
Tuesday 21st                     
Boating Excursion - 4/5 &     
5/6 11.30-2.30 
Wednesday 22nd 
Y5 & 6 - Excursion - Big River 
Film Festival and Maclean 
Pool                     
Tuesday 28th                     
Boating Excursion - 2 & 3/4 
11.30-2.30 
 

DECEMBER 
 

Monday 4th 
P&C Meeting - 7pm 
 
Tuesday 5th                        
Boating excursion K & 1  
11.30-2.30 
 
Wednesday 6th        
Yr 5 Prefect Speeches  
      
Thursday 7th  
Yr 6 Farewell Dinner       
          
Friday 8th 
Reports go home 
 
Tuesday 12th 
Presentation Day 11.30am 
 
Disco Bowling Club 
 
Wednesday 13th 
Carols in the Park 
 
Thursday 14th 
X Factor 
 
Friday  15th 
Last day of Term 4 
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PLEASE  NOTE 

Due to the Swimming Scheme the Tuckshop will be closed until         

Monday, 27th November. 

http://www.ilukapublicschool.com
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The Intensive Swimming Schemes for Kindergarten and Year 1 to Year 4 

students have begun. Thank you to Mrs Cunningham and Miss Essery for 

organising and coordinating the programs. It is now important for students 

involved to establish important routines. They need to commit to the ten 

days, have their pool money secured, dry towel and swimmers all in a bag 

ready to change into. I encourage all students to participate as no teachers 

are left back at school. 

I have talked a lot lately on morning assembly about regularly completing 

the student’s Home Reading Journal. We are coming down to the pointy end of the year and students 

were aiming for 200 nights of reading and completing their journals. I am hoping that this year we will 

have recorded our highest number of students yet.  

Looking up from my desk, I see on the calendar that prefect nomination speeches are coming up.  The 

day is set down for Wednesday 6 December. Speeches are set to begin around 9.15am Parents are most 

welcome to attend. 

Have a great week 

Phil Bradmore 

Principal 

Kindy Class News  
Reading-All students in Kindergarten have now completed their reading assessment tasks. It is amazing 
to see the growth in reading since the start of the year. Home reading books will now be adjusted to best 
suit your child’s present level of reading. A final test will be administered later in the term, for those       
students showing further improvement in the next few weeks. 
Home Reading-Congratulations to the following students for reaching 200 nights of reading: Flynn,     
Nikirri, Jaylen and Kirra-Leigh. Keep up the reading every night. 
Spelling-Our focus words this week are: by, over, my, this, under, her, after, go, got, see. 
HSIE Home Project-Well done to the students that completed their model of a human shelter. The      
students will now give an oral presentation about their model to the class. 
Reminders: 
*There is no swimming for Kindergarten students on Wednesday 15th and 22nd November. 
*Library day is still on Wednesday, so please return library books on this day. 
*Attendance is important over the next two weeks, as assessment tasks need to be completed. 
Lynne 
 

Year 1 Class News 
Swim School commenced yesterday and we are off to a positive start. Please ensure your child 
has their swimming gear and $3 pool entry every day for the next 2 weeks. I am very impressed with their 
organisational skills so far! 
Congratulations to Beau, Zyra, Tessah and Jess for reaching 200 nights of home reading. There 
are many more students who are very close to this milestone so keep reading a little every day. 
Reminders 
* Homework is due on Friday. Next week will be our final homework sheet for the year! 
* Banking is on Friday. 
* Home reading journals and library bags are required every Tuesday. 
* Permission note and $5 for the boat excursion needs to be returned. 
Have an enjoyable week. 
Kristy 
 

Year 2 Class News 
Swim School – The program is off and running and so far the children must be commended for their     
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organisation and effort. Please note the groups are fluid and will change over the course of the 2 weeks. 

Home Reading – keep up the effort with your reading. Although nearing the end of term gains can still be 

made by all students. Congratulations to those who have reached 200 nights. Certificates will be handed 

out at the last whole school assembly of the year. 

Remembrance Day was a highlight last week. Thank you to Mrs Howard for doing art with the students 

and making a beautiful wreath for our class representatives Jack and Tandia to lay at the ceremony. Well 

done to all. 

Boat Trip - Permission note and $5 a.s.a.p. please for end of term excursion on Tuesday 28th.  

Italy is our country for the week! Ciao for now, Mr Speirs. 

Year 3/4 Class News 
Hi everyone!  It was great to see the students committed and organised for their first swimming lesson. 
Please ensure that they have these essentials each day, towel, swimmers, sunscreen, hat and $3 for pool 
entry. 
There is no homework this week. However, I have sent home an exercise book that I would like them to 
reflect in. It could be used to consolidate learning (writing a story or revising their tables). Or they could 
also use it to express their feelings or concerns. I believe reflection is an important skill for wellbeing.    
Reflection is a process of examining and interpreting experiences to gain new understanding. Reflection 
transforms experiences into genuine learning. 
Assessments are currently being conducted and I have commenced reports.   
Congratulations to the students who have already reached 200 nights of reading. 
Reminders: 
·         I would like to see all home reading journals submitted this Thursday. 
·         Library books also need to be returned this Thursday. 
·         Permission notes and money need to be returned for the students attending the end of term activity. 
Have a great week Bek 
 

Year 4/5 Class News 
Hello everyone and welcome to Week 6. 
Remembrance Day- I was extremely proud of all the Year 5 students in my class last Friday. They did an 
excellent job at the Remembrance Day assembly. They should all be very proud of their efforts! 
Croquet- The students in Year 5 have been invited to got to the Iluka Bowling Club on Friday with the 
Year 5/6 class to participate in a croquet lesson. Permission notes have been sent home and I would    
appreciate it if they could be returned right away. There is no cost involved. 
Speeches- While the Year 4 students are at swimming lessons, the Year 5 students will be writing 
their speeches for Captain, Vice Captain and Prefects. I am aware that some students have already begun 
writing their speeches at home. However, all students are still required to participate in the tasks            
associated with preparing their speech. 
Assessments- Please ensure your child is at school each day unless they are sick. A variety of            
assessments are currently taking place. There are already a few students who have some catch up      
assessments to do. 
Have a great week 
Stacey 

 
Year 5/6 Class News 
Hello everyone, 
I hope this weekly newsletter finds all well in your little part of the world! 
Remembrance Day: poems were written in our class last week. I’m so very proud of the amount of 
care and respect that the children applied to this writing task. It is a very important part of our history. 
Thank you to the children that read their poems at our assembly last Friday. Special thanks and            
appreciation go to Nick, Harvey, Sarah, Millie and Molly for attending the town service with me on         
Saturday and reading your poetry so well and with sincerity. I feel very proud of you all. 
Assessment Tasks: have been set over the last week or two and are been marked at present.      
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Reports have been commenced and will come out in week 9. 
Mini Market: was a HUGE success. The class worked so cooperatively on this project. They learnt 
so many important and relevant skills connected with life along the way. I can definitely see some little 
entrepreneurs in the making. Thank you to all the students that purchased items, food and raffle tickets 
from the stall holders on the day. There was a very happy and harmonious spirit present. The 5/6 class 
will brainstorm how the money raised will be spent to support all the work happening in our horticultural 
area. The Year 6 students will also decide on what gift they would like to purchase to leave for the school. 
So very proud of the students I am teaching this year. 
Croquet: is on this Friday. All children in Years 5&6 will walk to the Bowls Club to learn more 
about this intriguing sport. (11:30- 1pm) Please return permission notes ASAP. 
Have a super week. Di 
 

Library/Technology News 
Hi all, 
What a jam packed time we have had over the last week with lots of exciting activities happening during 
time in the library including Gallery Goes to School, seeing the Hot Rods drive past, cooking healthy    
alternatives with Year 2, creating and conducting science experiments and lots of role-playing for different 
scenarios in our personal development and health lessons. 
Book Club: Catalogues have been sent home for the last Scholastic Book Club of the year. Your 
support is greatly appreciated as the money we raise goes into buying library resources. All orders are 
due in by next Wednesday, 22nd of November and purchases can also be made online via loop. 
Thanks and have a great week, 
Melaney. 
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The important thing to consider about this myth is 

what is a healthy snack? Sure snacks from the 

health food aisle can cost over $2 per serve, but 

everyday foods such as fruit, vegetables, dairy,    

protein & grains also make great, cost effective 

healthy snacks. 

This collage shows a great comparison of how far 

$20 can stretch for healthy vs unhealthy snacks! 

Remember healthy foods can be convenient too! 

Myth… Healthy snacks are more expensive. 
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How much is too much to tell our kids?     By Dimity Sharpe 

In a world where transparency is the new black, does modern day parenting need to follow suit? Do our children need to know explicit details about          

relationship breakdowns, disability or themselves? 

Culture of transparency - As a teacher I am increasingly being challenged by children who tell me they can’t engage in particular activities because of ailments 

or labels that they throw across the desk like a fidget spinner. Truly out of the mouths of babes comes very adult language and concepts like ‘diagnosis’, 

‘ADHD’ and brain problems. There are also relationship observations such as “Dad’s too busy for us, my parents are separated”. 

We seem to have created a culture where discussing these often complex issues is done openly and in great detail. Perhaps this is reflective of the greater 

transparency we see in the world today, with personal information being shared on social media and reality TV. 

Our society has evolved to favour transparency in most aspects of life. It’s the new norm. But is it in the best interests of our children’s wellbeing that our  

parenting follows suit? 

My gut says no. When a child says these things, I find my heart skipping a beat. I can see by the way kids casually deliver these terms and labels that they 

don’t – they simply can’t – understand what they are saying and what it means for their own identity. 

The dangers of labelling - I’m sure that most adults can remember a time when they were given a particular label as child. You’re the “clever one”, you’re “not 

good at sport”, you’re “better at maths”. How many of those things stayed with us into adulthood and continue to change the way we perceive ourselves? Were 

those thoughts responsible for us not attempting things, a subconscious block to our learning and development? 

This issue becomes even more difficult in relation to a disability or difficulty. When we tell a child about a disability of difficulty that they are experiencing, we 

are potentially giving them a story to follow. We are telling them ‘this is what you are’. Of course we don’t mean for this to have a negative effect, and we are 

for the most part trying to help the child. But disability is difficult. Often as adults we are left without concrete answers and we struggle to cope, so how then do 

we expect a child to be able to effectively deal with these issues? 

Children’s brains are poor processors - The problem is, and this has been beautifully articulated by Michael Grose, that children are essentially poor          

processors. Their brains do not process information the same way as an adult brain does. 

How many times has a child told you “everyone hates me” or “I did nothing on the weekend”? They see things in absolutes, black and white. Of course they 

did things on the weekend, and often with structure and encouragement targeted at the children’s developmental level you will find out that the events of the 

weekend were vast. 

We don’t teach six year olds about calculus because their brains are not ready for that. They don’t have the mathematical building blocks to understand those 

higher order concepts. How then do we expect that children will be able to weed through the true facts and ramifications of delivering news like, “We are going 

to the doctor to see why your brain isn’t working properly”. 

As adults we often find solace in more information, more details. But as adults we can sort this information: our brains and bodies can let go of things we know 

are not important. We can seek the support of other adults. We can google things. Children aren’t equipped the same way. They are told something and it 

becomes a fact. Real. It becomes a part of who they are. 

By tailoring the narrative you give your children to better suit their developmental age and stage in life, by telling them just enough to get them through, you 

give their minds and bodies a better chance to process complex issues. 

How much is enough? -The question then becomes how much is enough? When children ask where babies come from, we don’t tell them the intricate details 

of reproduction. We tell them just enough to satisfy their curiosity. “Mummy’s tummy” is enough for some young children. Then as they grow developmentally 

and their mental faculties expand, their questions evolve and so can our answers. 

Schools are increasingly adopting the Growth Mindset philosophy, that is, that intellect is not finite, it’s a growth process. We work at things, we make mistakes 

and we progress. 

I encourage you to try to tailor what you are telling your children to align with their developmental age and abilities. Support them and in time they may seek 

further answers. Be confident that you have told them enough and that you aren't swamping them with too much information for them to accurately process! 
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Mr Bradmore’s General Knowledge Quiz 
All correct entries will receive a prize. Please hand your completed quiz to Mr Bradmore by Friday 17th November.   

Iluka Public School - Newsletter 35  November 14th, 2017 


