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As we settle into Term 4, Year 5 students may be beginning to think about their 
short speech to the school nominating for a prefect position.  To give parents 
and carers time to come along, the date has been set for Wednesday 7th  
December, commencing at 9.15am.  More information will be provided at a  
later stage.   
 
Last Thursday our Year 5 students visited the Iluka Preschool.  Here, they met 
and played with some of the Kindy class of 2017.  The aim of the hour was for 
both groups to get to know and understand each other in a familiar setting.  
The preschool visits us again next Thursday at 8.45am. 
 
We wish our Stage 3 students good health and fine weather while away on 
their Lake Ainsworth excursion.  Boys and girls from Iluka Public School can 
look forward to a wide range of sporting activities.  It will be a great experience.  
Thank you very much to Mrs Howard and Mr Jones for giving up another week 
of your time away from your families.  Students will return on Friday afternoon.   
 
Recently the focus of my assembly addresses have been on events that  
happen outside of the school gates.  However, those events do sometimes 
have a negative impact back in the classroom.  Last week I was focusing on 
those anxious students who are worried about strangers, particularly ‘clowns’.  
I stressed the message of stranger danger and of the rhyming words ‘No, Go, 
Yell, Tell’.  I am also hoping that parents at home can have a talk about ‘being 
safe’ in Iluka to follow up this important message.   
 
Last Wednesday’s P&C meeting saw our numbers just slightly down on  
previous gatherings.  We have changed the date to Tuesday 8th November.  
Can you make it? Can you attend that night? We hope so.  The meetings take 
place in the staff room. 
 
If you have a child due to start school next year and you have not yet enrolled 
him/her, please do so as we are about to commence our Kindy Transition  
Program.  The program allows students to become familiar with the  school 
setting, its operation and their new friends for 2017. By lodging your enrolment 
ASAP, this will allow us to plan for next year knowing the number of  
enrolments to expect.   
 
I would encourage all students to continue with their aim of completing 200 
nights of home reading this year.  A ‘new prize pack’ is being organised for 
those who achieve the school target.  Reading Journals need to be regularly 
collected and seen by the class teachers to be eligible.  As Dr Seuss said, 
“The more you read the more things you will know.  The more that you know, 
the more places you will go.” 

Principal’s News 

Dates to Remember  

Term 4 Events	
17‐21	October		
Stage	3	Lake	Ainsworth	
Excursion		
	
Thursday	20th	Oct		
Pre‐School	Transition	
Day	8:45am	‐	1:30pm	
	
Wednesday	26th	Oct	
Yr	6	Transition	to	High	
School		
	
Thursday	27th	Oct	
Milo	Cricket	
Teams	from	Year	3‐6	
	
Friday	28th	Oct	
Whole	School	Assembly	
12.15pm	
	
Tuesday	1st	Nov		
Grafton	Art	Gallery	
comes	to	school	
	
Thursday	3rd	Nov	
Pre‐School	Transition	
Day	8:45am	‐	1:30pm	
	
Thursday	17th	Nov		
Pre‐School	Transition	
Day	8:45am	‐	1:30pm	
	
Wednesday	23rd	Nov		
Big	River	Film	Festival	
Year	5/6	Students	only	
	
Monday	28th	Nov	‐				
Friday	9th	Dec	
School	Swimming		
Scheme	Yr	1‐4	
12‐12.45pm	
	
Monday	28th	Nov	‐				
Friday	9th	Dec	
Kinder		Swimming	
Scheme		
9:30	‐	10:30am	
	
Wednesday	7th	Dec	
Year	5	Prefect	
Speeches	‐	9.30am		
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This term I am launching a new newsletter competition.  It involves children 
(or parents) writing the first 3-5 sentences of a story (a narrative). The writing 
has to ‘grab’ my attention and make me want to continue reading. Give your 
story a title and don’t forget to use correct spelling and punctuation.    
 
The winner will have their entry read to the whole school.  So get creative.  
Entries have to be in by Thursday afternoon. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Swimming Scheme - Students in Years 1- 4 once again have the wonderful opportunity to gain valuable, 
lifelong swimming lessons.  The program commences in Week 8.  A permission note is being sent home 
today with all the details to participate.   
 
Ms Edwards’ classes have commenced and I am impressed by the hard work and positive attitude  
students are displaying.  All students attending the classes are having an opportunity reinforce their  
literacy skills in small groups.  Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require further details.   
 
There are still too many students, too many times returning to school without a written explanation.  To 
help parents please find on the back page a ready to fill in note.   
 
Have a good week.  
Phil  

 
Kindy Class News  
Favourite Toy-The Kindergarten students have been asked to bring their favourite toy to school on  
Friday. Each student will have an opportunity to speak about their toy and to explain why it is their  
preferred toy. The toys will remain in the classroom all day and will be sent home at the end of the day. 
 
Head Lice-There has been a reported case of head lice in our classroom. The best form of prevention is 
for all families to be diligent in checking and treating their own child’s hair. I thank you for your assistance 
in this matter. 
 
Reading-The students use different reading strategies to work out unfamiliar words when reading in 
class. The students should be encouraged to use one or more of the following strategies, when reading 
at home: 
*look at the first letter of the unknown word, say its sound then look at the picture 
*sound out the whole word 
*look for little words inside unfamiliar words 
*read on-say the first sound of the unknown word, leave it and read the next word/words until the end of 
the sentence and then re-read the whole sentence again to work out the word. 
 
Reminders: 
*Our class library day this term is Thursday. 
Lynne 
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Year 1 Class News  
Homework - Homework has gone home today. Unfortunately the  
photocopier was out of action yesterday. All is back on track now and it 
will be due on Friday. 
Library - This term Year 1 will attend the library on Wednesday.  
However, this week, due to Mr Jones attending the Lake Ainsworth 
Camp, Year 1 will attend the library on Thursday with Ms Edwards. 
Please ensure your child has their library bag and books to be returned. I 
will also be checking home reading journals at this time so it is important 
that every student brings their journal on Thursday this week. 
Welcome - This Wednesday I will not be at school and I welcome Miss  
Kennedy to IPS. Miss Kennedy will be taking the class for the day and I 
trust all students will have a wonderful day. 
Classroom Equipment - To ensure students are ready to commence 
their work quickly, a small pencil case with a number of lead pencils and 
an eraser would be handy. Thank you in advance. 
 
Have a lovely week. 
Kristy 
 

1/2 Class News 
Hello everyone and welcome to Week 2. 
This week: The spelling focus in DIPL is on [ou] sounds. The DIPL sight 
words are: how and who. In maths, learning is centred around: the  
division symbol and division using arrays. The students are learning the 
nine times during the daily practice sessions. In writing, the focus is on  
narratives. The students are learning how to write ‘sizzling starts’ for their 
narratives in order to capture the reader’s attention right from the  
beginning. Our HSIE unit this term is titled ‘Exploring Places’. In this unit 
students will explore places across a range of scales within Australia and 
Australia’s location in the world. Scripture is on Thursday afternoon. 
Krystal is the ‘Star of the Week’. 
 
Speaking Topic: Next week the speaking topic will be ‘My Favourite  
Animal’. Students will present their speech on their news day. 
 
Home Reading Journals: I was impressed with the number of students 
who returned their journals last Friday. I was able to check their progress 
and record the number of nights read. Most students in the class 
reached the target of 150 nights by the end of Term 3 and are now well 
on their way to reaching 200 nights reading by the end of this term. In 
fact, five students have already read for over 200 nights this year. Well 
done to those five students! 
 
Reminders: 

 Library day is on Monday with Miss Edwards. Please remember         
 to return library books next week in order to borrow. 
 Learning Support permission notes need to be returned ASAP. 
 Year 2 homework due on Friday. 
 Home reading journals due on Friday. 
 Banking is on Friday. 

 
Have a great week. 
Stacey 

Roster	Term	4	
	

Monday	24th	October	
Karla	Morrison,	Vanessa	
Lipscombe,	Kirra	Pendrick	

	
Monday	31st	October	
Cassandra	McClelland,	
Leah	Speirs,	Kay	Graham		

	
Monday	7th	November	
Leah	Speirs,	Gaye	

Webster,	Nicole	Kelso	
	

Monday	14th	November	
Kylie	Kerr,	Lisa	Hogan,	

Sarah	Johnson	
	

Monday	21st	November	
Karla	Morrison,	Kirra	
Pendrick,	Vanessa	

Lipscombe	
	
	

We look forward to another 
great term and we always 
welcome any new volunteers 
as more hands make light 
work!! 
 
Please let us know if unable 
to come in on your rostered 
day or if needing to swap 
with another person on 
roster. Canteen Hours are 
Mondays 8:30am to approx. 
2pm.  
 
Home	baked	goods	or	fruit	

donation	next	week	
	

Kindy	
	
	
Karla:	0405	638	768		
Cassandra	0413	044	405	
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3 Class News 
Hi everyone 
This week the students have set themselves personal and academic goals, they wish to achieve this 
term. The goals are relevant, realistic and measurable. Perhaps you could have a discussion with your 
child about the goals they have set themselves.  
 
I would like to thank Carol Wright for volunteering and dedicating her time to our class yesterday. The 
students really appreciate and enjoy doing Quicksmart. 
 
Our HSIE unit introduces world history and the movements of peoples. Beginning with the history of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, students examine European exploration and colonisation 
in Australia and throughout the world up to the early 1800's. Students will examine the impact of  
exploration on other societies, how these societies interacted with newcomers, and how these  
experiences contributed to their cultural diversity. 
 
Certificates will be handed out next week to those students who reached the goal of 150 nights reading 
by the end of Term 3. There will be a special surprise for all of the students who reach this goal.  
Journals will be collected on Monday mornings. 
Have a great week  
Bek 
 

4/5 Class News 
Good Morning all, 
 
Home Reading certificates are being organised and I need all students to bring their journals to me 
this week. 
For History this term the students are studying ‘Early Contacts and the Spice Trade’. 
Computers, Library and Sport will continue to be held on Friday this term. 
Please ensure children come to school prepared for their lessons. 
 
Small Group Work: 

 The students in Stage 2 have been fortunate enough to have received the opportunity for 
 small group work in literacy with Mrs Edwards. 

 
 The opportunity focuses on the ‘reinforcement and advancement’ in literacy to ensure a solid 
 foundation for the future.  

 
 The groups have been selected from diagnostic and other results in order to achieve maximum 
 benefit. It will also help students who will be sitting the NAPLAN next year. 

 
 The groups will operate this term. It will be reviewed at the end of the year. 
 

If there are any questions could you please contact Mr Bradmore or myself. 
Have a great week.  
Cheers John 
 

Home Reading 

Is your child/ren on track to reaching their 200 nights of reading by the end of this term? 
A special event has been planned to reward those students who have read consistently throughout the 
year and have reached the milestone of 200 nights of reading by the end of this term. We don’t want 
your child/ren to miss out, so perhaps a more consistent approach to home reading this term could see 
your child/ren get back on track. 
Lynne 
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Transition Buddy Program 
The Year 5 students had a great time getting to know their ‘new friends’ at the Iluka Pre-school last 
Thursday. The students were praised for their gentle voices and positive interaction skills by the staff  
at the Pre-school.  
 
Well done, Year 5. 
Lynne 
 

      
 

Quick healthy bite size finger food 

Kids have confirmed for us that a big reason they don’t 

eat their lunch is because they are in a rush to get out 

and play. Kids want small bite size pieces so they can eat 

quickly. So think about packing no fuss finger food – 

there are plenty of cheap and healthy everyday options 

available. Here’s some quick ideas.  
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Keep children safe in public with these 5 ideas 
By Catherine Gerhardt 

There is a strong shift away from the old rule of “never talk to strangers” to “never go anywhere with anyone with-
out asking permission first”. A child who has been taught to never talk to strangers may feel they have nowhere to 
go if they find themselves lost in a shopping centre or other public place. 

 
Five ways to enforce the new rule: 
 
1. Never go anywhere with anyone without asking permission first 
This is the new fundamental rule to keeping kids safe. This rule must NEVER be broken. Regardless of if it is a 
school, public or family function, work with your children to ensure they always ask an adult for permission before 
going off with ANYONE. 
 
Classic “what if” scenarios are worth their weight in gold. “You are at school and walking back to class after snack 
when a man comes up to you and says he is looking for his son’s class. He asks you to go with him to show him 
where it is. Do you go?” 
 
Use tempting scenarios that are relevant to your child, such as puppies or toys, and discuss safe options and 
strategies in each case. 
 
2. Your personal alarm 
Children have an innate sensitive personal alarm, which we can teach them to use. This is their natural defence 
system. Work with them to identify and recognise the physical and environmental signals that cause their alarm to 
sound. Knowing that a rush of adrenalin will cause physiological changes in our bodies and activate our personal 
alarm is a good start. A child’s personal alarm will present the same physical and emotional cues that an adult’s 
will. 
 
3. Trust your instincts 
Have you ever gotten “the creeps”? Maybe it’s the idea of snakes, mice or heights that does it for your child. En-
courage them to draw on how it feels when they get the creeps. Instincts are those feelings you get when some-
thing or someone makes you feel uncomfortable. Instincts are the physiological changes that happen to our body 
when our personal alarm goes off. 
 
4. Personal space vs. safety zone 
Most kids understand the concept of personal space. How many times have we heard, “Stop invading my person-
al space!” Most people feel comfortable within an arm’s length of others. However, do your kids recognise their 
safety zone? Teach your child to be aware of their surroundings. If a “strange” person is too close, suggest they 
back away and maintain their safety zone. A safety zone is much bigger than your personal space – at least three 
giant steps bigger. 
 
5. Safe places, safe people 
There are times when a child must ask for help quickly and instinctively. We already know that not all strangers 
are bad, that most strangers will help a child who is lost or upset. It is situations that are safe, not places. Talk 
with your child and reinforce that he or she must ALWAYS use his or her skills with ALL people, including those 
presumed safe. Encourage your child to tell an adult they trust when someone or something has frightened them. 
 
As parents we need to empower our children with self-confidence and trust in their ability to sense when some-
thing is just not right. It doesn’t matter if they can articulate it; they just have to feel it. 
 
To find out more about Catherine Gerhardt's great work about keeping kids safe online and offline visit  

Kidproofsafety.com.au 
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