
 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

All students seemed to have settled well into their new classes. I thank everyone for the 
smooth manner in which students have returned in 2015. In a school and family partner-
ship, open and ongoing communication is the key to success. If you have a problem or if 
your child is experiencing difficulties in any aspect of schooling please see the class teacher. 
Teachers appreciate a note to alert them to any changes taking place as early as possible. I 
believe all  teachers at Iluka Public School are approachable  and  by being informed are 
better able to support your child. 
 
Absentee Note 
Attached to this newsletter is an easy to use absentee note for when students are away from 
school.  
 
Swimming Carnival 
Our first activity for the year will be our Iluka Public School PSSA Swimming Carnival to be 
held at Maclean Pool Thursday 5 February. This year we are trialling a different format to 
previous years. The first carnival will be for our students in Years 2-6 with the second being 
held at the Anchorage Caravan Park for students in Kinder—Year1. 
 
Home Reading  
To the delight of so many of us who love literature, Jackie French was recently honoured as 
the Senior Australian of the Year for 2015. So, one of the most powerful forces in improving 
students’ literacy skills is that of students having readily available access to books that en-
gage them. And then reading them! Iluka Public  School staff have decided that we are aim-
ing for 100 students reading 200 nights in 2015. We look forward to your support. 
 
Scripture 
Scripture starts Monday 9 February. A note is required again to advise the class teacher 
that a student is being withdrawn from the class during scripture lessons. Students not at-
tending will  sit on the brown seats and complete worksheets. A child who is absent from 
scripture will not be able to attend any show associated with scripture including the end of 
year puppet show. 
 
Homework 
This year, a whole school approach to homework will focus on learning the times tables and 
home reading. Homework will start by the end of this week. If you believe that this is not 
enough, we are seeling our stock of  redundant maths and spelling text books for $3 each. 
Parents can then monitor and set additional homework if required. Parents will need to be 
responsible for this program.  
 
Class Information Meetings 
Teachers are allowing time for classes to settle into work routines before announcing their 
classroom meeting dates for 2015. 
 
Have a good week 
 

Phil Bradmore 
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Thursday 5 February 

Swimming Carnival @  

Maclean Pool Years 2—6 

Friday 6 February 

Swimming  Carnival @  

Anchorage Years K-1 

Tuesday 10 February 

Lower Clarence Small 

Schools Swimming Carni-

val @ Maclean 

Thursday 12 February 

P & C Meeting @ 7 pm 

We’re on the Web! www.ilukapublicschool.com  

http://www.ilukapublicschool.com
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Kinder Class News 

The Kindergarten students have all 
settled well and are currently learning 
class routines, as well as expected 
classroom behaviours. A big thank you 
parents for your support in getting the 
Kindergarten students off to such a 
great start.  
Student Learning Officer-Mrs 
Carol Wright has been employed this 
year to work in the Kindergarten 
classroom. Carol is on class from 
Monday through to Friday and works 
from 9:00am until 12:20pm daily. 
Carol’s role within the classroom is to 
implement teacher devised programs 
and to support all students in their 
learning. 
PLAN – Best Start Assessment-
This week, students in Kindergarten 
are being assessed to determine their 
starting point for learning in literacy 
and numeracy. The information gath-
ered from the assessments will be 
used to devise learning programs that 
best suit your child. When all the in-
formation has been gathered and ana-
lysed, individual parent meetings will 
be organised to discuss your child’s 
results and future learning directions. 
Class Information Meeting-Hope 
you can come along to my class infor-
mation meeting for Kindergarten par-
ents on Wednesday 11th February. The 
meeting will be held in the Kindergar-
ten classroom, commencing at 3:15pm 
and finishing at 4:30pm. Text Book 
Pack- Kindergarten students will 
commence working in their text books 
– DIPL, Handwriting and Maths 
books - next Monday. 
Kinder Home Reading-Due to 
PLAN – Best Start Assessments being 
carried out this week, Home Reading 
homework will commence next week 
for all Kindergarten students. 
REMINDERS Please return permis-
sion notes for Infants Swimming Car-
nival before Friday.  

Lynne 

1/2 Class News 

Thank you to everyone who has sent in 
tissues, soap and sanitiser. It is much 
appreciated and will help to keep 
germs and bugs away. 
Students have settled well and have 
made a positive start to the year. 
Whole class DIPL, writing, handwrit-
ing and maths lessons are taught be-
tween 9am-11am and this commenced 
yesterday. Year 1 students remain with 
Mrs Gardner, while all Year 2 students 
are taught by Miss Anderson (Monday
-Wednesday) and Mr Bradmore 
(Thursday-Friday). The class comes 
back together after recess for the re-
mainder of the day. 
Yesterday students took their home 
reading journals and a book of their 
choice. They are welcome to change 
their reader every morning (before 
school works best). Students choose 
from an appropriate levelled box. Keep 
in mind within each box though, they 
may encounter easier and harder texts. 
Home reading is intended to encour-
age a love of reading, so if the texts 
consistently seem too difficult please 
let me know. Also, students may en-
counter some words that they are not 
familiar with and it is okay for you to 
assist with these words. Home reading 
is a target area of our homework this 
year. Students will also be learning 
times tables. However, this concept 
will be explored a little later in the 
term with Year 1 students. Year 2 stu-
dents have commenced their tables 
work with Miss Anderson. 
Year 2 will be attending the Maclean 
Pool for our swimming carnival on 
Thursday and the Year 1 will attend 
the Anchorage on Friday. Please en-
sure notes and money are returned by 
Wednesday to assist with planning. 
Year 1/2 attend the library on Thurs-
day this term commencing in Week 3. 
They require a library bag to borrow 
and will also undertake technology 
lessons with Mr Jones while visiting 
the library. 
Scripture starts next Monday after-
noon. If you do not wish for your child 
to participate, please send in a note. 
Enjoy the week and hope to see you 
cheering on Rush and Hickey! 

 

Have a lovely week. 

Mrs Kristy Gardner 

 

2/3 Class News  

Hello everyone. Welcome to Week 
2. I hope that your child/ren have 
all had an enjoyable and positive 
start to Term 1. It has been a pleas-
ure getting to know the students in 
my class. I am sure that we will 
have a great year together. We have 
been very busy establishing class 
routines, rules and expectations. 

To ensure that your child/ren max-
imises their learning in class it is 
important to reduce any time wast-
age. Therefore it would benefit your 
child/ren to have their own equip-
ment for use in class. The items 
required are: lead pencils, coloured 
pencils, eraser, red pen and a glue 
stick. 

Each student has been issued with 
a home reading journal. I place a 
BIG emphasis on the importance 
of reading and I want every student 
in my class to make an effort to 
read every night. Please ensure 
your child’s journal is kept up to 
date. The journals will be collected 
every Friday in order to check the 
progress of your child/ren. Re-
member the goal is 50 nights read-
ing by the end of the Term 1. It 
would be terrific if all students 
could reach this whole school tar-
get. 

Scripture commences next week on 
Tuesday. If you wish for your child 
to not participate in these weekly 
classes you must send in a note 
asking for them to be excused oth-
erwise they will be attending scrip-
ture. 

Library day is now on a Tuesday. 
Please assist your child/ren to re-
member their library bag and to 
return any borrowed books on 
time. 

I have not yet received many per-
mission notes and money for the 
swimming carnival being held this 
week. Please return these as soon 
as possible. 

Thankyou to the parents/carers 
who have already purchased the 
text books for their child/ren. It 
would be greatly appreciated if this 
payment is paid promptly. 
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Another thankyou goes to the par-
ents who have already sent in tis-
sues, soap and antibacterial liquid 
with their child/ren. It is great to 
have to have a stockpile of these 
products, especially when the cold 
and flu season approaches. 

Please feel free to approach me if 
you have any concerns or ques-
tions. I will be happy to help. 

Have a great week, Stacey. 

3/4 Class News 

Hi everyone, 
I am happy to see the students 
settle quickly into their new class 
routines. We are starting our DIPL 
and Maths this week. We are using 
the text books and it would be 
greatly appreciated if all students 
could have their book fees paid for 
this week. We are also doing as-
sessments. Year 4 students will be 
with Mr Jones for their Literacy 
and Maths sessions. The swim-
ming carnival is on this Thursday. 
Permission notes and money need 
to be returned by tomorrow. 
Home Reading journals will be 
sent home this week. A times table 
chart will be sent home today and 
the students are encouraged to 
revise their tables daily. Scripture 
lessons will commence next Tues-
day. I will be having a parent in-
formation meeting on Tuesday the 
17th of February at 4:00pm. 
Thank you to all the parents that 
have provided tissues and hand 
sanitizers.  

Have a great week Bek. 

4/5 Class News  

Hi All, 
The class has started the year well. 
Year 4 go to Mr Jones for Writ-
ing/Spelling/Maths whilst Year 
5 stay with me. Home Reading 
Journals will be coming home 
with the children this week. 
Times Tables are on the agenda 
for homework this term. Scrip-
ture will be on a Tuesday and if 
you do not wish your child to at-
tend, please send a note. The 
Swimming Carnival is on 
Thursday and we would like every-

the chickens over the holiday period. 
We still have 7 happy and healthy 
(perhaps a little spoilt) hens. They did 
have some lice in the holidays so 
there was some sorting out of that 
problem. But all is good now. They 
have been let in to graze on the lush 
green feed beside them(they were 
pretty excited about that). The chil-
dren visit and nurse them and play 
with them. 
Thank you Ellie for the flowers now 

planted in front of the cubby. Thank 

you Louise for also caring for the 

worm farm over the holidays 

(providing some very good fertiliser 

for the garden). We have been work-

ing on weeding and preparing the 

gardens for classes to start planting. 

The passionfruit vine has ‘taken off’ 

and fruit trees are looking healthy, 

some with fruit. Looking forward to 

another ‘fruitful’ year in our horticul-

tural journey. 

Library/Technology 

News 

Library will begin this week with bor-
rowing so please remind your child to 
bring their library bags with them. 
Once again we have brand new library 
bags for $2 if you would like your 
child to purchase one. These are each 
classes library days: 
 
Monday - Mrs Howard 5/6 
Tuesday - Miss Essery Kinder & Ms 
Anderson 2/3 
Wednesday - Mrs Cunningham 3/4 
Thursday - Mrs Gardner 1/2 
Friday - Mr Melrose 4/5 
 
Our Youtube channel has had over 
500 views and growing daily. The stu-
dents are very excited about being 
given opportunities to show off their 
imagination and creativity through 
the use of technology that can reach 
audiences all over the world. 

one to attend. Mr Jones will take 
the class for Library/
Technology and Sport on Fri-
day. Thank you parents for send-
ing your children to school so well 
prepared. John 

 

5/6 Class News  

Hello Everyone, 
I’m pleased to say that the Year 5 
and 6 children got off to a good 
start last week. They seem keen 
and eager and prepared for a very 
busy year. We worked really hard 
last week on designing title pages 
for our exercise books and creating 
book covers. 
Most of the class have their Home 
Reading Journals that they can 
commence on(still waiting on 4 
more). The aim for the end of the 
term is 50 nights. 
Most children appear to have the 
necessities for getting their work 
completed in the class. 
The children go to the Library on 
Monday with Mr Jones. During 
this time they will have the chance 
to borrow as well as undergo tech-
nological skills. I encourage all 
children to utilise the resources 
that our school library provides. 
We are really pushing tables for 
homework this year. 
I’m hoping that all children will 
attend our school swimming carni-
val this Thursday. It is usually a 
really great day. 
Year 6 children require a note if 
they are collecting lunches from 
across the road on Friday. 
Scripture will be on a Tuesday and 
if your child is not attending these 
classes please send in a note. 
The children did a little bit of gar-
dening last week and approached 
the task enthusiastically. 
I will have a class meeting with 
parents in a couple of weeks (once 
I get a little more organised). 
Thank you for the tissues, soap 
and hand sanitiser.  
Have a good week! Di 

 

Garden/Chicken 

News 

Thank you to all for your help with 
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Just a quick reminder, if you 
would like to view our weekly 
newsletter electronically you 
can view it at our website 
www.ilukapublicschool.com 
and even subscribe to our 
newsletter through our new 
website. Also our school app is 
available on the iTunes App 
store for download. This app 
runs off our new website so 
you must have an internet 
phone mobile phone connec-
tion for it to work. Just type in 
Iluka in the search and it will 
be at the top of the list. This is 

currently only available for 
iPhone, iPad or iPod touch 
devices. 

Visiting  
Performance - 
See Sharp 
 

On Monday 23rd February at 

2pm we have a visiting per-

former, Lorin Nicholson, pre-

senting ‘See Sharp’. It is a mo-

tivational performance with 

powerful messages of persever-

ance, resilience, respect, inclu-

sion, leadership and striving 

for excellence. The cost of the 

show is $6 per student. How-

ever, parents, carers and com-

munity members are welcome 

to attend at no charge. A per-

mission note will follow shortly 

but you may wish to save the 

date in your calendar. 

Book Fees 

Families have been issued with 

book fee invoices this week. 

Included with these invoices 

were the school’s internet 

banking details. If you choose 

to pay by this method, please 

return the deposit advice to the 

school office ASAP. For those 

families paying by cash, please  

bring payment to your class 

teacher who will then issue the 

appropriate books.  

Kindergarten, Years 4 and 6—

$45 

Years 1, 2, 3 and 5—$60. 

If you  wish to discuss a pay-

ment plan, please see Mr Brad-

more. 

Tennis  

Tennis recommences on 

Thursday 12th February @ 

Iluka Public School.   

Time: 12.30 pm 

Cost for the term (8 weeks 

min.) is $80.00. 

Racquets are available for use 

and purchase. Any queries 

please phone Alan on 

0416016775. 

 

Canteen Roster 
 
Helpers for canteen for Mon-
day 9 February are: Sam Car-
lon, Gladys Hunt and Danielle 
Bryant.  
Kindergarten families are 
asked to provide some home-
made goodies which can be left 
at the canteen  between 8.30-
9.30 am Monday morning. 
Helpers for canteen for Mon-
day 16 February are: Kylie 
Kerr, Dom Horne and Kelly 
Clark.  
Year 1/2 families are asked to 
provide some homemade 
goodies for this day.. 

 

School Banking 

Welcome back to Term 1 and a 
New Year! 

To all new parents - if you are 
interested in school banking – 

your child needs to have a 
commonwealth bank account, 
if you have this I can set up a 
Dollarmites book and add your 
child to the banking program. 
If you need to open an account 
I can give you the forms to fill 
in or you can go into the Com-
monwealth bank at Maclean or 
Yamba. 

This year School Banking is 
launching a new Outer Space 
Savers theme that will take 
students on a mission to Planet 
Savings. Eight new reward 
items will be available to 
choose from our Outer Space 
Savers range, in the coming 
weeks there will be a display in 
the office.   

In a School Banking first, there 
will be a Grand Prize competi-
tion offering one lucky family a 
trip to Disneyland California. 
Students who make 25 or more 
School Banking deposits dur-
ing 2015 will automatically 
enter the draw to win a trip to 
California’s Disneyland where 
they can enjoy Space Mountain 
and everything the park has to 
offer. The prize includes return 
airfares, five nights’ accommo-
dation, transfers and 3 days 
park entry for up to two adults 
and two kids, as well as 
AUD$2000 spending money. 

For further competition de-
tails, visit 
commbank.com.au/
schoolbanking 

Banking will remain on Fri-
days, just bring along your 
bank book and I will collect 
them and return on Monday. 
Any other questions please feel 
free to contact me on 
66457573. 

Jess Edie  
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Polka Dots  

Incorporated  

Dance Timetable Term 1 2015 

Monday— 

3.30-4.30 pm—Yrs. 2/3 

4.30-5.30pm—Yrs. 6 

5.30-6.30pm—H/school 

Wednesday— 

3.30-4.15pm—Twinkle Toes 

 4.30-5.30pm—Rainbow Yoga (K-6) 

Thursday— 

3.30-4.30 pm—K/1 

4.30-5.30pm—Yrs. 4/5 

5.30-6.30pm—Extension 

Please enrol by phoning Mandy 0405603947 

Classes held at the Iluka Community Centre, Spencer Street 
Iluka 

Term Fees are $55 per student, due first week of term. 

Due to Polka Dots  Incorporated Committee meeting this 
Wednesday @ 4.45pm there will be no Rainbow Yoga 
this week. All welcome to attend meeting. 

Iluka Netball Club  
Registration Days: 
 
Friday 06/02/15 4-5.30pm 
Saturday 14/02/15 9-10am sign on followed by 10-11am Grading 
Wednesday 18/02/15 4-5.30pm 
 
The registration days will be held in the undercover shelter near the 
skate park. 
 
For more information please  contact Club President  

Danielle  Bryant on  0406 293 166  or Vice  President Nicola  

Donsworth on 0412 106 045. 

Music Tuition 

Vacancies for piano, singing and ukulele lessons. Tuition recommences 

Thursday 12 February. Contact Anne Commerford for further details 

on 0458 140 355. 

Junior Golf Clinics 

Starting Monday 9 February . Meet at Golf Club @ 3.30pm, lesson  

from 3.45-4.45 pm. Cost $5 per child./lesson All equipment supplied. 

Contact Mark Adey, PGA Professional for further details on 0429 199 

849. 

Kindergarten to Year 6 Literacy Workshop 

 
Interested in finding out how to help your child with reading and writing? Then come along to a K-6 
Literacy Workshop for parents, to be held on Wednesday 25th February. No time has been set yet. I 
would like parents to have an input into which time is more suitable. Once I have an indication of 
which time suits most parents, I will then formalise the workshop time. Please complete the form be-
low and return it to school as soon as possible. L.Essery 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kindergarten to Year 6 Literacy Workshop - 2015 

I _______________________ would like to attend the Literacy Workshop for parents, to be 

held in the Iluka Public School Library on Wednesday 25th February. 

I would like the workshop to be held from 5:00pm to 6:00pm. 

I would like the workshop to be held from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. 



 

 

It’s not okay to be away ... nor to be late to school (Article by  

Michael Grose) 

When kids miss school, not only is their academic progress impeded, forcing them to catch up on missed work 
(which some never do), they often miss important interactions with their peers which can compound issues of so-
cial isolation and low self-esteem.  

One of the most important things you can do to ensure your child has a bright future is to make sure he or she goes 
to school every day—and gets there on time. 

It sounds simple, but it’s true. The correlation between school attendance and children’s achievement levels is well
- established. The more time kids spend at school, the more likely they are to experience school success. When kids 
miss school, not only is their academic progress impeded, forcing them to catch up on missed work (which some 
never do), they often miss important interactions with their peers which can compound issues of social isolation 
and low self-esteem. Also, many teachers tell me, it’s often the kids who can least afford to take time off school who 
are most likely to be serial absentees.  

It’s hard to get an accurate picture across the country but it would appear that Australian students miss an average 
of between 12 and 15 days per school year, with parent-condoned absenteeism highest among young primary-aged 
children. That adds up to a year’s lost schooling over the school-life of a child. In today’s highly competitive world, 
this rate of absenteeism is alarming, putting our kids at a distinct disadvantage. It's now commonplace for children 
to stay away from school for reasons that would have been unheard of just twenty years ago. These include staying 
away to celebrate their own or a sibling’s birthday; being absent because they stayed up too late watching televi-
sion; going shopping for clothes; an extended long weekend; and kids not wanting to take part in a sports day or 
special school event. This type of absenteeism sends a strong message to kids that parents don’t really value learn-
ing or their children’s school experiences. 

Australian kids only spend 15% of their total time at school. They spend more time asleep than they do at school. 

So we need to maximise every day to get full value. That means turning up to school every day, on time. Being late 

is not okay either. Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a big deal but your child may be missing 

more than you realise if he or she is continually late. Current research shows that mornings for most children are 

the most productive time of the day, with 10.00am the peak period for productivity.   

When children arrive late and take time to settle as they inevitably do, valuable learning time is lost. 

It takes strong parenting ... 

As A Parent: 

✔ Commit to sending kids to school every day. 

✔ Make sure kids arrive at school and class on time. 

✔ Inform the school when they are away, sending medical certificates and other evidence of genuine absence. 

✔ Consider catching-up on missed work. 

✔ Make kids who are away stay in their bedroom – that is where ill kids should be. 

 

 

Beating Picky Eating 

Children with strong food preferences who limit their intake of the needed variety of foods can be a challenge. Some of 

the following ideas may be helpful: 

Remember: Parents choose “which” foods, children decide “how much” 

Create a positive environment at the table, make meal times pleasant 

Be a good role model 

Stick to a routine 

Provide the same meals for the whole family 

Take children shopping, involve them in planning and preparation 

Limit sweet drinks and juice so children have an appetite 

If you are stuck in a constant battle, maybe try a different approach.  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ILUKA PUBLIC SCHOOL 

ABSENTEE NOTE 

Dear Mrs Howard, Mr Melrose, Mrs Cunningham, Mr Bradmore/Ms Anderson, 

Mrs Gardner, Miss Essery (please circle) 

STUDENT’S NAME: ___________________________________ 

Year:_____ 

Date of Absence/s: 

_____________________________________________ 

Reason for Absence: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Caregiver: __________________________Date:______ 

  

ILUKA PUBLIC SCHOOL 

ABSENTEE NOTE 

Dear Mrs Howard, Mr Melrose, Mrs Cunningham, Mr Bradmore/Ms Anderson, 

Mrs Gardner, Miss Essery (please circle) 

STUDENT’S NAME: ___________________________________ 

Year:_____ 

Date of Absence/s: 

_____________________________________________ 

Reason for Absence: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Caregiver: __________________________Date:______ 

  

ILUKA PUBLIC SCHOOL 

ABSENTEE NOTE 

Dear Mrs Howard, Mr Melrose, Mrs Cunningham, Mr Bradmore/Ms Anderson, 

Mrs Gardner, Miss Essery (please circle) 

STUDENT’S NAME: ___________________________________ 

Year:_____ 

Date of Absence/s: 

_____________________________________________ 

Reason for Absence: 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Caregiver: __________________________Date:______ 

  



 

 



 

 


